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The collapse of the Berlin Wall 1989 and the ensuing transitions from state Communism to fledgling democracies in Europe and the Soviet Union, has sparked a revived interest in the notion of civil society in the West.  The past decade has also seen a veritable explosion of books and articles applying the notion of “civil society” to analyze the prospects for democratization and its limits in East Asia.  While the major stimulus for this discussion in the West has arisen from the consideration of how best to dismantle the oppressive state apparatuses of Eastern Europe, the broad-brushed depictions of civil society as the sine qua non of democratization has also inspired scholars in East and West to seek signs of vibrant civil society as an indicator of the prospects for democratization in East Asia.
In this course, we will examine critically this proliferating literature on the notion of civil society and democratization in light of the powerful leading role that the state has played in "modernization" and industrialization in the later industrializing societies of East Asia critically from a comparative historical perspective.  Our primary emphasis will be on China (including Taiwan and Hong Kong to deepen our comparative perspective), Japan, and Korea, although if there is sufficient interest among students, we may incorporate studies on the Philippines, Vietnam, and/or other cases from Southeast Asia.  
Our point of departure will be a reexamination of the original meaning of the notion of civil society and the related idea of the public sphere through the writings of Georg W. F. Hegel, Jürgen Habermas, and Gramsci. We will assess critically the relationship between the development of the notion and phenomenon of civil society and democratization.  We will then reexamine Confucian and other East Asian philosophical traditions on the question of the distinction between state and society.  We will then examine critically the explosion of literature that addresses the role of the state and the "emergence" of civil society in the development of China (including Taiwan and Hong Kong), Japan, and Korea.  If there is sufficient interest, we might include some discussion of other cases, such as the Philippines and Vietnam.
Muthiah Alagappa, Civil Society and Political Change in Asia: Expanding and Contracting Democratic Space (Stanford University Press, 2004)
Daniel Bell and Chai-bong Hahm, Confucianism for the Modern World (Cambridge University Press, 2003)
Craig Calhoun, ed.  Habermas and the Public Sphere, Studies in Contemporary German Thought (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1992)
Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks  (edited and translated by Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey Nowell Smith)(London, Lawrence & Wishart, 1971)

Jürgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation Of The Public Sphere : An Inquiry Into A Category Of Bourgeois Society, translated by Thomas Burger with the assistance of Frederick Lawrence, Studies in Contemporary German Thought (Cambrige: MIT Press, 1989)
Germaine A. Hoston, State, Identity and the National Question in China and Japan (Princeton University Press, 1994)
Germaine A. Hoston, Marxism and the Crisis of Development in Prewar Japan (Princeton University Press, 1986)
John Keane, Civil Society and the State: New European Perspectives>> (London: Verso, 1988)
Benjamin I. Schwartz, The World of Thought in Ancient China (Harvard University Press, 1985)
Charles Taylor, Modern Social Imaginaries (Public Planet) 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND DISCUSSIONS:

Week 1 (Mar 31)
Course Introduction

Week 2 (Apr 7)
Civil Society and the Public Sphere in Western Thought



Required Readings:


Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, pp. 206-276




Habermas, Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere

Craig Calhoun, “Introduction: Habermas and the Public Sphere,” pp. 1-48, in Calhoun, ed. Habermas and the Public Sphere, Studies in Contemporary German Thought (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1992)



Recommended:


In:  Calhoun, Habermas and the Public Sphere:

Seyla Benhabib, “Models of Public Space: Hannah Arendt, the Liberal Tradition, and Jürgen Habermas,” pp. 73-98

Moishe Postone, “Political Theory and Historical Analysis,” pp. 164-177


Lloyd Kramer, Habermas, History , and Critical Theory,” pp. 236-288

Geoff Eley, “Nations, Publics, and Political Cultures: Placing Habermas in the Nineteenth Century,” pp. 289-339


Jürgen Habermas, “Further Reflections on the Public Sphere,” pp. 421-461

Norberto Bobbio, “Gramsci and the Concept of Civil Society,” pp. 73-99, in Civil Society and the State: New European Perspectives (London: Verso, 1988). 

Walter Adamson, Hegemony and Revolution: A Study of AntonionGramsci’s Political and Social Theory (Berkely and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1979)
Week  3 (Apr 14)  The Civil Society Discourse Meets East Asian Studies


Required:

Sheldon Garon

